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IMPORTANT UPDATE:
MERRY MERCY CHRISTMAS
IN A COVID-19 WORLD

We are in the midst of truly unprecedented times. Masks, social distancing, and lock-downs have turned our
lives up-side down.
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COVID-19 makes everything more challenging; even the Merry Mercy Christmas advent experience!

Still, here’s what we know. It's been a challenge for families to meet their own needs. Non-profit organizations
that provide for those in need have suffered from drops in donations and in funding. Many charities are
warning that homeless lives are at risk from the upcoming COVID winter. Those experiencing homelessness
need help now more than ever. While this may change how your backpack is delivered, it doesn’'t change how
you show mercy as a family.

There’s no better time to live out mercy than now.

You may still choose to carry the bag you pack in your car, ready to pass along to someone you see in need.
Our recommendation is as follows:

¢ Pack your bag and deliver to a local organization that cares for those experiencing homelessness. They
will follow recommended protocol and any sanitation needs and be sure to get your bag to someone
who can desperately use it.

¢ Use the gifts tags to write heartfelt messages to the person who'll receive the bag. We laminate each
one so that these friends can keep your words and scripture close no matter the weather. Just use a fine
-tip permanent marker.

¢ You may even choose to put a few extra items in your bag that may help during the pandemic.
Examples of GOOD things to include are disposable face masks or tissues. BAD things to include are
Hand sanitizer (Since it contains alcohol, it is often used for the wrong purpose) and Grocery store gift
cards (they can be used to purchase non-essentials such as alcohol or cigarettes).

¢ Place a reminder in a high-traffic area of your home as a reminder to pray for the person who receives
your bag, especially after you deliver it.

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) shares that homeless service providers can accept donations during
community spread of COVID-19, but general infection control precautions should be taken (donors should not
donate if they are sick; wear your mask; practice social distancing) when your drop off your backpack.

Show Mercy for these service providers when you drop off your bag. Bring along supplies for their staff and
volunteers such as soap, alcohol-based hand sanitizers that contain at least 60% alcohol, tissues, and masks.

From the bottom of our hearts , THANK YOU. Your gift of mercy could change the life of someone in need


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html

